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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, RULES, AND REGULATIONS PER- 
TAINING TO PUBLIC HEALTH. 



NEWTON, MASS. 

Communicable Diseases — Notification of Cases— Hospitalization — Quarantine — 
Placarding — Disinfection — School Attendance — Vaccination — Burial. (Beg. Bd. of 
H., Mar. 15, 1915.) 



Chapter 1. 1. Diseases dangerous to the 
Actinomycosis. 
Anterior poliomyelitis. 
Anthrax. 
Asiatic cholera. 
Chicken-pox. 
Diphtheria. 

Dog bite (requiring antirabic treatment). 
Dysentery: 

a. Amebic. 
6. Bacillary. 

Epidemic cerebrospinal meningitis. 
German measles. 
Glanders. 

Hookworm disease. 
Infectious diseases of the eye: 
o. Ophthalmia neonatorum. 

b. Suppurative conjunctivitis. 

c. Trachoma. 



public health. — The diseases known as- 
Leprosy. 
Malaria. 
Measles. 
Mumps. 
Pellagra. 
Plague. 
Rabies. 
Scarlet fever. 
Septic sore throat. 
Smallpox. 
Tetanus. 
Trichinosis. 

Tuberculosis (all forms). 
Typhoid fever. 
Typhus fever. 
Whooping cough. 
Yellow fever. 



having been declared diseases dangerous to the public health are notifiable diseases 
and notice of each case must be sent to the board of health as required by law. 

The Newton Board of Health requires in addition notification of each case of para- 
typhoid fever and tonsilitis. 

2. Physicians to give notice. — When a physician knows that a person whom he has 
been called to visit is sick with a disease dangerous to the public health, he shall give 
notice thereof in writing over his own signature to the board of health, within 24 hours. 
Notice of the recovery of each case must be given. 

3. Householders to give notice.— When a householder knows that a person within his 
family or house is sick with a disease dangerous to the public health he shall immedi- 
ately give notice thereof to the board of health and he shall also report the recovery 
of each case. In cases where a physician has been called in, the notification of the 
physician will be accepted in place of that of the householder. 

4. Persons not to attend public schools.— No person who is ill with a disease dangerous 
to the public health, or any occupant of a dwelling in which a person is ill as aforesaid, 
shall attend any public school during such illness until the teacher of the school has 
been furnished with a certificate from the board of health, stating that the danger of 
conveying such disease by such person has passed. 
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5. Exclusion from school. — Unless otherwise ordered by the board of health, exposed 
children shall be excluded from school as follows: 

Diphtheria. — Until one week has elapsed from the date of the last known exposure 
to the disease, unless immunized by antitoxin and showing a negative culture from 
both nose and throat. 

Scarlet fever. — Until one week has elapsed from the date of the last known exposure 
to the disease, unless immunized by a previous attack. 

Measles. — Until two weeks have elapsed from the date of the last known exposure 
to the disease, unless immunized by a previous attack. 

Mumps. — Until two weeks have elapsed from the date of the last known exposure 
to the disease, unless immunized by a previous attack. 

Smallpox. — Until two weeks have elapsed from the date of the last known exposure 
to the disease, unless immunized by a recent successful vaccination or by a previous 
attack. 

Typhoid fever . — Until two weeks have elapsed from the date of the last known 
exposure to infection, unless immunized by a previous attack or by typhoid vaccine. 

Whooping cough. — Until two weeks have elapsed from the date of the last known 
exposure to the disease, unless immunized by a previous attack. 

Varicella. — Until three weeks have elapsed from the date of the last known exposure 
to the disease, unless immunized by a previous attack. 

Anterior poliomyelitis. — Until four weeks have elapsed from the date of the report 
of the disease. 

Note. — Permits for attendance at school under the above section will be issued by 
the board of health upon presentation of satisfactory proof of immunity. 

6. Isolation of sick persons. — Whoever is infected with smallpox, scarlet fever, or 
diphtheria shall immediately be moved to some hospital set apart for the treatment 
of such diseases, or to some isolated place or room designated by the board of health, 
and no person who has been so infected shall leave such hospital or room until the 
board of health shall certify that all danger of communicating such disease to others 
has passed. 

7. Dwellings to be labeled. — Every house in which a case of smallpox, scarlet fever, 
or diphtheria shall occur shall be labeled with a card bearing the name of the disease 
in such form and manner as may be determined by the board of health, and such 
placard shall not be removed except by a duly authorized agent of the board of health. 

8. Label -not to be removed.— No person shall, without permission from the board of 
health, remove from any dwelling any such card affixed thereto by authority of said 
board, nor shall any person obliterate or deface such card, nor shall the occupant of the 
dwelling permit such card to be removed, obliterated, or defaced, and he shall immedi- 
ately notify the board of health of the removal, obliteration, or defacement of such 
card. 

9. Property not to be removed, nor residence changed. — No person in whose dwelling 
there shall occur a case of smallpox, scarlet fever, or diphtheria, shall, until instruc- 
tions are received from the board of health, permit any clothing or other article that 
may have been exposed to infection to be removed from the house, nor shall any occu- 
pant of such dwelling take up a residence elsewhere without the consent of the board 
of health, nor shall any book from a circulating or public library be taken into such 
house until the card has been duly removed. 

10. Persons not to enter room in which sick person is. — No person other than the 
attending physician, nurse, attendant or a duly authorized agent of the board of health 
shall enter, nor shall any dog, cat, or other animal be allowed to enter any apartment, 
or other place set apart for the treatment of smallpox, scarlet fever, or diphtheria, until 
the board of health shall certify that it is safe to enter therein. 

11. Persons not to leave such room without permission. — No person having the care 
of any other person who has been infected with smallpox, scarlet fever, or diphtheria, 
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shall advise or permit such other person to leave any place designated by the board of 
health as a place of isolation of such infected person before said board of health shall 
have certified that such person can leave such designated place without danger to- 
others. 

12. Physicians not to permit persons to leave sick room. — No physician who has been 
in attendance upon any person who has been infected with smallpox, scarlet fever, or 
diphtheria shall advise or knowingly permit such person to leave any place designated 
by the board of health as a place of isolation of such infected person until he has given 
notice in writing of the recovery of such person and until said board of health shall 
have certified that such infected person can leave such place without danger to others. 

Note. — The isolation wards of the Newton Hospital and the grounds surrounding 
them, within the warning signs, are places of isolation within the meaning of sections 
10, 11, and 12. 

The board of health may, by vote, declare the provisions of sections 6 to 12, inclusive, 
or any of them, applicable to other diseases dangerous to the public health if in its 
opinion the safety of the public so requires. 

13. Funerals of persons dying of communicable diseases. — Any person having charge 
of the body of a person who has died of smallpox, scarlet fever, diphtheria, measles, 
leprosy, yellow fever, typhus fever, Asiatic cholera, or tuberculosis shall cause such 
body to be washed in a solution of corrosive sublimate of the strength of 2 drachms to 
1 gallon of water, and to be completely wrapped in a sheet saturated with a solution of 
corrosive sublimate of the same strength, and immediately placed in a coffin or casket, 
which shall be securely fastened and the lid thereof sealed in two places with sealing 
wax, and said lid shall not be opened by any person thereafter without written per- 
mission of the board of health. 

The funeral shall take place in accordance with the following instructions: No 
public funeral shall be held ; the burial shall take place within 24 hours from the time 
of death unless further time be allowed by the board of health; no person except 
members of the immediate family of the deceased and those whose business calls 
them there shall be permitted to attend the funeral; no draperies shall be used; no 
public carriage shall be used for conveying the body. If placed in a receiving tomb, 
the body shall be inclosed in an hermetically sealed casket. 

14. Public carriages not to be used to convey patient or body. — No owner, driver, or 
other person having charge of any hackney carriage or other vehicle used as a pubilc 
conveyance shall receive, or permit to be placed, or convey in any manner, in or upon 
such carriage or vehicle, any person sick with smallpox, scarlet fever, diphtheria, 
measles, yellow fever, typhus fever, or Asiatic cholera, or the body of any person who 
has died of either of said diseases except by written consent of the board of health and 
under such conditions as it may prescribe. 

15. Release from isolation. — No person who has been sick with diphtheria shall be 
released from isolation until the result of two consecutive cultures, taken at an interval 
of at least 24 hours, from both noso and throat, has shown that it is safe to release him. 
The last culture in each case shall be taken under the direction of the board of health. 

Cultures for release from isolation shall be examined at the laboratory maintained 
by the board of health unless permission is granted to have the examination made 
elsewhere. 

If positive cultures persist, the patient may be released from quarantine when the 
board of health is satisfied, by inoculation experiments or otherwise, that the bacilli 
are nonyirulent. 

A physician or other person having in his care a person suffering with scarlet fever 
shall report to the board of health in writing when such patient is, in his opinion, free 
from the disease. The board shall then cause such patient to be examined and shall 
release such patient from isolation when, in its opinion it is safe to do so, but no person 
who has been sick with scarlet fever shall be released until at least five weeks have 
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elapsed from the date of mailing the report of the illness and no such person shall be 
released during the persistence of any discharge from the ear or nose or of any lesion 
of the skin or mucous membranes. 

No person who has been ill with measles shall be declared well until at least 10 days 
have elapsed from the appearance of the eruption. 

No person who has been ill with German measles shall be declared well until at least 
seven days have elapsed from the appearance of the eruption. 

No person Who has been ill with varicella shall be declared well until all crusts have 
fallen and all lesions of the skin and mucous membranes healed. 

No person who has been ill with mumps shall be declared well until three weeks have 
elapsed from the beginning of the disease. 

No person who has been ill with whooping cough shall be declared well until at least 
six weeks have elapsed from the date of the report of the illness, nor until the paroxys- 
mal stage has passed. 

No person who has been ill with smallpox shall be released from isolation until all 
lesions are healed. 

No person who has been sick with ophthalmia neonatorum shall be declared well 
until two successive cultures negative to gonococci have been obtained and until the 
purulent discharge has ceased. 

No person who has been ill with typhoid fever shall be released until at least four 
weeks have elapsed from the date of the report of the illness and the urine and feces 
shown to be free from bacilli. 

The time and method of release in other diseases shall be determined by the board 
of health, after a report has been received from the attending physician that the case 
is ready for inspection. 

16. Disinfection. — When a' person who has been' sick with smallpox, scarlet fever, 
diphtheria, or tuberculosis has been removed to a hospital, has recovered, or died, the 
board of health shall take such measures as, in its opinion, may be necessary for the 
proper protection of the public. 

17. Persons with tuberculosis not to change residence without notifying the board of 
health.— Whenever a person with tuberculosis changes his residence, the attending 
physician, if there be one, or the active head of the household in which the patient 
resides, shall notify the board of health of the change within 24 hours, and both of the 
above-mentioned persons shall be held legally responsible for violation of this order. 

18. Infected persons or articles not to be brought into the city. — No person shall bring or 
cause to be brought within the limits sf the city any person or article liable to propa- 
gate a dangerous disease, except by permission of the board of health and in such man- 
ner as it shall direct. 

ID. Persons who have recovered from a communicable disease not to attend school without 
a permit. — No person who has recovered from a disease dangerous to the public health 
shall be permitted to attend any public school in the city until he has presented a 
written permit from the board of health certifying that it is safe for him to return to 
school. 

In cases of mumps, German measles, whooping cough, varicella, and typhoid fever 
these certificates will be issued by the school physician upon the return of the child 
after recovery. 

In diphtheria, measles, scarlet fever, smallpox, anterior poliomyelitis and other 
diseases dangerous to the public health the certificates must be obtained from the office 
of the board of health. 

20. Vaccination. — No unvaccinated child shall be permitted to attend any public 
school in the city, except upon presentation of a certificate granted for cause stated 
therein signed by a regular practicing physician that he is an unfit subject for vacci- 
nation. 

Certificates of unfitness for vaccination must bear a date not more than oae year 
previous to presentation. 



